
City of Newport
Thompson’s Sanitary Service Inc.



� 1991 -- ORS 459 passage of rigid plastic container law
� State Goal adopted 25% recovery of plastic

� Price of comingle
� Green Fence/China National Sword

� Import Ban 24 Items (Plastic & Mixed Paper)
� Future?



Operation Green Fence (2013)

National Sword 

2013 Chinese Customs Program aimed to reduce 

waste importation and contamination of 

recyclable materials.

2018 China sets import ban on 24 varieties of sold 

waste and recyclables.

• Includes types of plastic, unsorted paper and 

metals commonly sold by US recyclers.

• Wastes and recyclables materials are the sixth 

largest U.S. export to China.

• In 2016, China processed at least ½ of the 

world’s exports of waste plastic, paper, and 

metals.



“This regulation will send shockwaves around the world, and force many 
countries to tackle the ‘out of sight, out of mind’ attitude we’ve developed 
toward waste,” Greenpeace East Asia plastics campaigner Liu Hua said in a statement.



How’d we get here?

• Cheap Labor/Low 
Shipping Costs

• Influx of material 
cheaper to recycle 
than make new

• Decrease of 
Domestic 
Markets

• No Waste 
Systems in Asia
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� List resources here



Ø 9-15% at Curb/5% 
at MRF

Ø China standard 
of 0.3% /latest 
standard of .5-
1.0%

Ø Seattle shipment 
rejected due to 
inspection of one 
load.
Ø Entire order canceled.

Contamination
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Getting Support 
from Oregon 
Senators



Three factors:

Why can’t I recycle all 
plastics?

1. Type of Plastic
2. Material’s ability to be sorted
3. Recycling Markets 



� KEEP IT CLEAN, Plastics #1 & 2, bottles only

� No more wishful recycling--when in doubt throw it out
� Use your purchasing power

� Practice 3R’s – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle



 

MIXED COMPOSTABLES - if it Grows, it Goes!

Waste

MIXED RECYCLING - Keep it Clean.

Throw away in LANDFILL cart

ALL FOOD
fruits, vegetables, meat, poultry, 
seafood, bones, grains, beans, 
pasta, bread, cheese, and 
eggshells

FOOD-SOILED PAPER
napkins, paper towels, paper 
plates, tea bags, coffee grounds/
filters, wooden crates, sawdust

floral trimmings, 
tree trimmings, 
leaves, grass, 
brush, weeds

PLANTS

NO plastic 
bags, grease, 
pet waste, or 

waxed 
cardboard

PLASTIC #1&2PAPER / CARDBOARD

METAL

Flattened Cardboard, Junk mail, 
magazines, flyers, office paper, 
envelopes, gift wrap & cards (no 
foil), post-it notes, paper bags, 
newspaper, paperboard, phone 
books/paperback books (loose in 
a paper bag or cereal box).

RINSE FIRST.  Plastic 
#1 & 2 BOTTLES ONLY.  
No tubs or plastic #3-7

RINSE FIRST. Tin & aluminum 
cans, aluminum foil, pie pans, 
metal lids, & empty aerosol cans 
(do not puncture or remove 
nozzle), other scrap metal (30lb. 
max, no longer than 30 in).

Reduce

Reuse

Recycle

NO GLASS, 
PLASTIC BAGS, 

STYROFOAM; No 
plastic #3-7, No 
plastic cutlery, 

plates, or cups; 
No toys or large 
plastic items, No 

Waxed Cardboard 
(e.g. milk cartons, 

juice boxes)

Your guide to waste
in Newport, Oregon

February 2018

STYROFOAM WAXED CARDBOARDPlease exhaust options of reusing or 
recycling before disposing of refuse in your 
landfill cart.

Note some common items on the right which 
cannot be recycled in our current system.

7450 NE Avery Street 
Newport, Oregon 97365 
Ph. 541.265.7249. MORE INFO: thompsonsanitary.com 

PLASTIC #3-7, 
CUPS/UTENSILS ASEPTIC CONTAINERS

Education
• Working as an 

industry to have same 
“acceptables” list.  
March 2nd 2018.

• Printable guides on 
our website

• Working with Multi-
Family Dwellings

• Direct Mail to 
Customers, Email, 
Facebook, Instagram, 
Website, Newspaper, 
Radio, Twitter



Important Service Information

7450 NE Avery Street 
Newport, OR 97365 
Phone.541.265.7249

Dear Thompson’s Sanitary Service Customer,


Due to the Republic of China’s National Sword Act, announced July 2017 with an 
effective date of January 1st, 2018, twenty four (24) recyclable items are now 
banned from import to their country.  The good news is China is trying to clean up 
their environment; the bad news is this severely impacts our recycling efforts 
because China has been the primary market for the West Coast.


We are now forced to clean up our recycling stream to keep our existing recycling 
markets. In that effort, as of March 1st, we can no longer accept plastics #3-7 
or shredded paper in your blue mixed recycling cart.  It is critical your 
recycling stay clean to keep the market viable.


PLASTIC #1 & 2 BOTTLES are still recyclable 

Put plastics #3-7 in your landfill/garbage cart as well as plastics 
#1 & 2 that are NOT bottles. You can find the number in the middle 
of a chasing arrows symbol on the bottom of the container (see 
right).


We know Newportians love to recycle and Thompson’s is counting on all of you to 
help us in this effort.  Please post the enclosed, updated WASTE 101 guide in 
your recycling area. 

It is likely there will be more changes in the future to recycling, so please continue 
to read all information from us.  Any changes will first be posted to our website, 
thompsonsanitary.com along with direct mail to our customers, notifications 
through the newspaper and radio, as well as on our Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter accounts.

February 26, 2018

President, Thompson’s Sanitary Service





Recycling Changes
As of March 1st, our curbside 
Comingled/Mixed Recycling blue 
cart will no longer accept 
plastics #3-7 (number found on the 
bottom of the container) as well as 
no shredded paper.

Plastic #1 & 2 Bottles Only 
including milk jugs. fruit juice 
bottle/jugs and soda/pop bottles.

Plastics #3-7, including 
Styrofoam, tubs, yogurt 
containers, berry boxes, meat 
trays, flower pots, and cups 

Visit 
thompsonsanitary.com 
for more information











• Teaching Sustainability to Youth

• Educating the Public









Great Law of the Ir0quois
To think seven generations ahead (about 140 years into the 
future) and decide whether the decisions they make today 
would benefit their children seven generations into the future


